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’ i)ickinsonia:lndia’s only fossil of world’s oldest animal

Dickinsonia,one of the rarest fossils in the world,has been discovered in Madhya
Pradesh’s Bhimbetka rock shelters,about 40 kms away from the city of
Bhopal Dickinsonia is an extinct genus of a basal animal that lived during the la.te
Ediacaran period. The fossils are known only in the form of imprints and casts in
sandstone beds.Researchers believe they have found Dickinsonia that dates back
570 million years on the roof of the auditoriam cave at Bhimbetka.

The Bhimbetka rock shelters were found by VS Wakankar 64 years
ago.Science then,many researchers have visited that side. However,the Dicinsonia
fossil remained undetected.

Dikinsonia fossils found in other parts of the world exceeded 4 feet in
length. But the one found in Bhimbetka is 17 inches long,reported The Times of
India.

The fossil was hidden in plain sight and was discovered by chance when two
experts from the Geological Survey of India(GSI) was exploring Bhimbetka
ahead of 36% International Geological Congress.The experts spotted the leaf like
impression 11 feet above the ground and it was almost blending with rock.It could
have been easily mistaken for pre-historic rock art said the experts.

- ' -Supratim Datta ‘
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' L R ISRO LAUNCHES YOUNG
\ g SCIENTISTS PROGRAMME
FOR STUDENTS
&

+

The Indian Space Research
. Organization (ISRO) has
-started a special program
called "Young Scientist
Program" for school children
from this year. The objective
of this program is mainly to
impart basic knowledge on
Space technology, space
science and space
applications to youth with the
intention of arousing their
interest in the emerging fields
of space activities.

The selection of children will
be done on the basis of their
educational performance and
non-academic activities.
Selection of children from
rural areas will be preferred.
in this program. ISRO
Chairman K SIVAN said,
"students will be taken to the
ISRO and BENGALURU facility
centers. Apart from this, they'
will also be taken to the
e launch center and lab of
SRIHARIKOTA. Students will
also be given the opportunity
to make small satelites.

SUJAY PAUL 3RD YEAR
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